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COMING EVENTS 

 
Date/Time/Place:. 5 March 2013, 1130 hours, Engleses Italian Restaurant, Surf City, See directions below. 

 

Menu: A very special Italian Luncheon Buffet is planned just for SENCLAND. Caesar Salad* Penne ala    

  vodka * Chicken Marsala * Roasted Italian Peppers * Garlic Bread Poppers * Dessert – Mini Cannoli’s.   

  $15 price is all inclusive. 

 

Program: We are fortunate to have a guest speaker/senior leader from the Marine Special Operations   

  Command at Camp LeJeune. We’ll get an Operations Update on the very important missions that these  

  highly trained Marines are performing while in harms way every day around the globe. You’ll not want to  

  miss this program! 

 

Address and Directions: 13460 Highway 50/210. Go north on Route 17 and then make a right turn at   

  50/210. When you come to a major intersection in Surf City, you’ll see Engleses on the right. Phone   

  number: 910-329-4201 

 

Please RSVP to jdoleman522@gmail.com or 910-540-8459 no later than 1 March 2013. Did you   

  remember to ask a friend?   
   

April Meeting and Program: Details are still in the works; look for details in next   

  newsletter. It will be a good one that you won’t want to miss.  
 

Message from the Editor.. 

 

  No “Message from the President” this month because just about when Jeri would have written her message, 

she received word that her mother had a rather serious fall – breaking her hip. She dropped everything and 

caught the next flight to Florida and has had little time or opportunity to do anything but care for her mother. 

She is expected to be back in Wilmington in a few days but the newsletter had to go to the printer before then 

so here we are! I am confident that she will be at our Surf City meeting on 5 March. 

  

  I know that Jeri would have commented most favorably about the great turn-out and very interesting and 

informative program many of us enjoyed at our February luncheon at the Bluewater. Elaine Henson proved 

to be an excellent speaker who made us all much better informed about the history of Snow’s Cut (for your 

Newbies – that’s the man-made waterway connecting Myrtle Grove Sound and the Cape Fear River at 

Carolina Beach). It was most interesting to discover that the ‘Cut’ was completed way back in 1931 and 

whose construction, for the most part, was completed under the supervision of an Army officer with the 

Army Corps of Engineers. His name was Major William A. Snow. 
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Annual Chapter Dues.. 

   

  Annual chapter dues were due in January ($15 for regular members and $10 for survivors)…Please help us 

remain solvent by paying your dues on time using the mail-in form at the end of the newsletter. Thanks! 

 

Permanent Chapter Nametags.. 

 

  If you desire a permanent chapter nametag, contact Bob Jones (rjjones@ec.rr.com) or phone 910-508-3331. 

Nametags cost $15, payable upon receipt. Let Bob know how you want your tag to read… 

 

Bob & Yvonne Jones’ Appreciation Day.. 

 

 
   

  Technical difficulties prevented the SENCLAND Sentinel from publishing a timely picture of Bob and 

Yvonne Jones enjoying the festivities on their special day at the Bluewater during our January meeting but 

those difficulties have been overcome. 

 

  Pictured here is Bob with a kingly crown, and Yvonne with a queenly cover, both enjoying the well 

deserved plaudits from a highly appreciative gathering of our chapter members. Bob, assisted and always 

loyally supported by Yvonne, has quietly and unceremoniously over more than ten years while serving as 

Chapter President and then Chapter Secretary, performed too many functions to list, and it has been in large 

part due to his efforts that have kept the wheels of progress moving ever forward. 

 

  Bob expects to be present and accounted for at chapter meetings and activities for the foreseeable future, 

but he is taking well earned and deserved relief from the rigors of his many duties – he will continue the 

march as your President Emeritus! 

 

Gates Backs Lawmakers’ Oversight of Drone Program.. 

 

  Robert Gates, a former defense secretary and spymaster, is backing lawmakers’ proposal to form a special 

court to review President Barack Obama’s deadly drone strikes against Americans linked to al-Qaida.  

 

  Gates, who led the Pentagon for Presidents George W. Bush and Obama, and previously served as the 

Central Intelligence Agency’s director, said Obama’s use of the unmanned drones follows tight rules. But, he 

shares lawmakers’ wariness over using the unmanned aircraft to target al-Qaida operatives and allies. 

 

  “I think that the rules and the practices that the Obama administration has followed are quite stringent and 

are not being abused. But who is to say about a future president?” Gates said in an interview broadcast on 

February 10
th

. 
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  The use of remote-controlled drones – Obama’s weapon of choice to strike al-Qaida with lethal missiles in 

places such as Pakistan and Yemen – earned headlines last week as lawmakers contemplated just how much 

leeway a American president should have in going after the nations’ enemies, including its own citizens. 

 

  “We are in a different kind of war. We’re not sending troops. We’re not sending manned bombers. We’re 

dealing with the enemy where we find them. We have to strike a new constitutional balance with the 

challenges we face today,” said Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill. 

 

Sub CO, XO Relieved After Collision.. 

  The Navy recently relieved of duties the commanding officer and executive officer of the attack submarine 

USS Jacksonville, based at Pearl Harbor after the sub’s periscope struck   a vessel while operating in the 

 

Persian Gulf Jan. 10, officials said. The relief of commanding officer Cmdr. Nathan Sukols and executive 

officer Lt. Cmdr. Lauren Allen came following an investigation and administrative hearing known as an 

"admiral's mast," held in Manama, Bahrain, the Navy said. 

  The commander of Task Force 54, Rear Adm. Phillip Sawyer, relieved Sukols "due to loss of confidence in 

Sukols' ability to command," and Allen "due to loss of confidence in Allen's ability to serve in the capacity 

of executive officer," according to a Navy release. 

  The Navy said Sawyer "also reviewed the actions of other Jacksonville crewmembers and held accountable 

those whose actions did not meet the high standards we expect." 

  The additional disciplinary action taken was not identified. Sukols and Allen have been reassigned to 

administrative duties at the U.S. Pacific Fleet Submarine Force at Pearl Harbor. 

Same Sex Spouses Denied Health, Housing Benefits.. 

 

  The Defense Department extended a range of benefits to same sex military couples recently but declined to 

grant the two main ones -- housing and health care -- because of prohibitions in the Defense of Marriage Act. 



  "One of the legal limitations to providing all benefits at this time is the Defense of Marriage Act, which is 

still the law of the land," Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said in a statement. 

  Until the Supreme Court or Congress changes DOMA on the definition of "spouse," Panetta said that DOD 

"will continue to comply with the current law" barring housing and health benefits to same sex couples in the 

military.” 

  DOD said the range of benefits that will now be available to same sex couples included military 

identification cards, death benefits, hospital visitation privileges, access to base commissaries and exchanges, 

daycare for the children of same sex couples, legal assistance and rights to space available travel on 

chartered military flights. 

Reserve Retirees May Soon Get Veteran Status.. 

  Lt. Cmdr. Jack Townsend, a Navy Reserve retiree in Richmond, Va., first became aware a decade ago that 

he wasn’t considered a military “veteran” under federal law. It’s been bothering him ever since. 

  Townsend was applying for a job when asked for a copy of his DD Form 214, “Certificate of Release or 

Discharge from Active Duty,” to prove veteran status. Townsend, who had earned his reserve commission 

through the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, didn’t have a DD 214 because he never had served under 

active duty orders. 

  Roger Miller, 60, of Denver, Colo., who retired from the Navy Reserve at the same rank also after 24 years, 

spent six of his years as an Air Force Reserve enlistee, loading cargo on aircraft that others crewed. 

  To be classified a veteran you had to have 180 days of continuous active duty, not including basic training 

or tech school. I finished up tech school in 179 days.  

 “People ask me, ‘Are you a veteran?’ I say well, yeah, I served 24 years in the Reserve so I consider myself 

a veteran -- even though the government doesn’t.’  That’s my answer to them,” Miller said. 

  Townsend said it’s illogical that the law denies Reserve retirees veteran status but they can draw military 

retirement at age 60, get military health care, shop on base and the Department of Veterans Affairs even 

finds them eligible for certain benefits including VA guaranteed home loans. 

  After years of complaints by reserve component retirees, a change to their veteran status may be near. 

 The Honor America’s Guard-Reserve Retirees Act will soon be re-introduced in the House by Reps. Tim 

Walz (D-Minn.) and Jon Runyan (R-N.J.), of the House Veterans Affairs Committee. Co-sponsors in the 

Senate will be John Boozman (R) and Mark Pryor (D), a bipartisan team from Arkansas, at least on this 

issue. 

  The House has passed this legislation twice but it died each time in the Senate on opposition from Richard 

Burr (N.C.), ranking Republican on the Veterans Affairs Committee. But advocates say the senator is 

worried that extending ‘veteran’ status to reserve component retirees would open the door to more benefits. 

Proponents say the bill specifically states that those to be honored as veterans in the bill “shall not be entitled 

to any benefit by reason” of it. 

  So there is no “nose under the tent” benefit issue that should worry Burr, say coalition representatives 

leading the fight for the bill. These 'veterans,' for example, would still not enjoy preference points in 

competing for federal jobs. The Congressional Budget Office is persuaded that the bill as “cost neutral.”  Yet 

the coalition is working with sponsors to add more phrasing that would allay any remaining concerns Burr 

might have. 

http://www.military.com/benefits/tricare
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http://www.military.com/money/va-loans


  “To call yourself a veteran is one of the highest honors you can have after you leave the military. It’s an 

acknowledgement of one’s service,” said Anthony A. Wallis, with the Association of the United States Navy.  

Most of the retirees targeted by the bill served in an era when it was commonplace to complete Reserve and 

Guard careers without active service. That’s almost unfathomable today given Guard and Reserve operations 

since 9/11. 

Carrier Overhaul Delayed by Budget Woes 

  Ever since the USS Abraham Lincoln pulled into its new homeport at Norfolk Naval Station in August, the 

crew has been working to prepare the aircraft carrier for its midlife nuclear refueling. 

 

   But less than a week before the ship was set to steam to the shipyard at Newport News, the Navy 

announced it was postponing the elaborate overhaul because of a lack of funding -- the latest in a line of 

drastic defense cuts tied to the federal budget crisis. 

  The Lincoln will remain moored at the Norfolk base until Congress resolves the shortfall created by its 

inability to agree on a budget, a Navy spokesman said. 

  "The fiscal uncertainty created by not having an appropriations bill, and the measures we are forced to take 

as a result, place significant stress on an already strained force and undermine the stability of a fragile 

industrial base," Navy spokesman Lt. Cmdr. Chris Servello said in a recent statement. 

 

Hard work pays off in the future; laziness pays off right now!! 

 

Air Force Names Possible Bases for the New KC-46A Tanker Aircraft.. 

 

  The U.S. Air Force recently announced nine possible potential bases for the new KC-46A next-generation 

tanker aircraft.  From the nine, the Air Force will select a training unit and two main operating bases – one 

active duty, the other Guard. 
 

  The nine active duty bases named are Altus Air Force Base, OK, McConnell Air Force Base, KS, Grand 

Forks Air Force Base, ND, and an unnamed base in the state of Washington. 

 

  Air National Guard possible sites are Forbes Air Guard Station, KS, Joint-Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, 

NJ, Pease Air Guard Station, NH, Pittsburgh International Airport Air Guard Station, PA, and Rickenbacker 

Air Guard Station, OH. 

 

  The Air Force will choose between Altus and McConnell to decide where it will station its formal training 

unit for the KC-46A. It will be at one of those two bases where pilots will first learn to fly the next 

generation tanker. 

 



Accused ‘Bullying’ General to Retire as 3-Star.. 

 

  Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has permitted a three-star Army general accused of bullying subordinates 

to retire without a demotion in rank, the Pentagon said recently. 

 

  A Pentagon spokesman said LTG Patrick O’Reilly was placed on the retirement rolls on January 2d. A 

Pentagon inspector general’s investigation last year found that O’Reilly regularly yelled and screamed at 

subordinates, often in public, demeaned and belittled employees and behaved in such a way as to result in the 

departure of at least six senior staffers from the Missile Defense Agency during his time as its director. 

 

  Panetta determined that O’Reilly had met the basic standard for being allowed to retire without a loss in 

rank, which is that he ‘served satisfactorily’ as a three-star general. According to an anonymous senior 

defense official however, Panetta also placed in O’Reilly’s permanent file a letter of reprimand stating that 

he “disapproved of O’Reilly’s management and behavior as head of the Missile Defense Agency.” 

 

“The democracy will cease to exist when you take away from those who are willing to work and give it to 

those who would not.” 
(Thomas Jefferson)         

 

Thomas Jefferson, at age 33, took three years to revise Virginia’s legal code and wrote a Public 

Education bill and a statute of religious freedom. 

 

 

PAYMENT OF ANNUAL CHAPTER DUES 

 
   Annual dues are $15 for regular members and $10 for surviving spouses. Please send your dues for 2013 to 

our chapter mailing address at: 

 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) 

PO Box 15207 

Wilmington, NC 28408 

 

  Name: _________________________________________ Email Address: __________________________ 

 

  I am including an additional $ _____________ for the JROTC Scholarship Fund. Names of donors will be 

 published in the newsletter and donors will receive a letter of acknowledgment for tax purposes. 


